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things that might be said, as well of your lordship as of the presi-
dent, but they are so numerous, that if I begin to write them clown I
fear paper would fail me in the midst, and therefore I say no more.
Given inTrigillio, the 25th of May, 1552.
" DIEGO LOPEZ in ZTHSTEGA."
When I first arrived at Guattimala, the Licentiate Ceratto
was president;   this was  the  Ceratto who  took to  San
Dominigo the decree of liberty to the Indians, as we have
already said, and who was removed by the emperor from
that island and sent to govern this country; and with truth
I can testify that throughout India there never was a better
judge, nor one who practised good precepts more strictly,
obeying the royal commands, always endeavouring that the
Indians should not be ill-treated by any Spaniard ;l  and
sometimes through the little respect that was shewn him by
his countrymen, in consequence of his considering the wel-
fare of the Indians, he used to pray that God would liberate
him from such a bad people;  and still more, that if God
granted him grace to return to Spain, he would warn the
king not to let any priest whatever go over to India, on
account of their great dissoluteness : but death intervening,
he could not do it.    Thus another president was furnished
from Mexico, named Dr. Chesada, who, in the short space
of two months after his arrival at Guattimala, passed to
another life; and when some of the clergy sought to console
him in his infirmities, saying, Be joyful, my lord president,
1 In this sad exposition, Benzdni corroborates those who dared to
speak out; and we are not to marvel that his work was never trans-
lated into Spanish. Unscrupulous " heave-aheads " liken such turpitude
to darkness being dissipated by light: but had those conquistadores
possessed a grain of the wisdom of Roman colonization, the New World
would not have so long remained a blot on the globe. For instance the
very province here treated of, Gruatimala, contains only about one
million and a quarter of inhabitants; yet such are its extent and
capacity, that if it were as well peopled as England is, it would contain
and provide for nearly forty millions of human beings! (Trans)